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NEW for 2018, we will be profiling each of our 28 agencies over the next several
months to help you get to know each one better before campaign season begins again
in August. They each do amazing work in our community! We hope you enjoy these
profiles and getting to know each agency.

United Way fights for the health, education, and financial stability of every person
in every community. We have one life. To live better, we must LIVE UNITED. In this
issue, our focus is on EDUCATION and 3 agencies that strive to help children, youth,
and adults achieve their full potential.

Agency Highlight: Lake Martin Laubach Literacy Council
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The Lake Martin Laubach Literacy Council (LMLLC) was organized in 1986 to recruit and to tutor undereducated adults in
reading and writing. They also tutor people who speak a foreign
language in English listening, speaking, reading and writing.
They train and provide back-up services and refreshing training
for tutors, trainers, and writers of materials for new adult readers. The Lake Martin Laubach Literacy Council promotes and
provides interest in and invites the cooperative effort of concerned people in the Lake Martin area in the activities of the
literacy program.
Tallapoosa County has a 27% illiteracy rate and the Lake Martin Laubach Literacy Council helps to
fill the need for these people. Being able to read and write is often considered to be a key element
of basic learning. For adults in Tallapoosa County who may have difficulty with this, the volunteers
with the Lake Martin Laubach Literacy Council are there to help
adults in better grasping these highly important skills.
When an adult signs up with LMLLC for assistance with their literacy
skills, he or she is paired with a dedicated tutor who meets with the
client at least once a week at a mutually convenient time and location. Tutors will work one-on-one with their student to ensure the client gains greater literacy capabilities, reading and writing on a higher
level than ever before.
Program requirements are the learner presently reads below the 5th grade level, have a desire to
learn and have about three (3) hours a week to attend class and practice. The volunteers who
serve the Literacy Council must read well, have patience, have a non-judgmental attitude, attend
an individualized training program, and have about three (3) hours a week to teach the lessons,
lesson planning and paperwork.
While the Lake Martin Area United Way assists the council with money to
help the program operate, the agency has helped the council out in other
ways as well by connecting them to the community and other agencies.
Through these connections, LMLLC collaborates with two other agencies
(Head Start and Volunteer Connections) to offer a Family Reading Program.
Last year, LMLLC served a total of 22 clients and had 18 volunteers with a
total of 1,933 volunteer hours.
To learn more, please call the Lake Martin Laubach Literacy Council
at 256-215-4347.

Visit our website: www.unitedwaylakemartin.org, and click on the “Partnering Agencies” Tab to learn more about all our wonderful agencies!
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Mission Statement
Enabling the people of the
Lake Martin area to care
for one another in organized and unified ways.

Lake Martin Area United Way

28 Agencies

 Alexander City Rescue Squad
 American Red Cross– Central
Alabama Chapter
 ARISE, Inc.
 Boy Scouts of America,
Tukabatchee Area Council
 Boys & Girls Club of the
Lake Martin Area
 Camp ASCCA/Easter Seals
 Camp Fire USA
 Coosa County Sheriff’s Reserve
 D.A.R.E.-Alexander City
 D.A.R.E.-Tallapoosa County
 Domestic Violence Intervention
Center
 Food Bank of East Alabama
 Girl Scouts of Southern
Alabama, Inc.
 Habitat for Humanity of Alex City
Area
 Head Start-Chambers/
Tallapoosa County
 Lake Martin Laubach Literacy
Council, Inc.
 Meals on Wheels
 Palmer Place Child Advocacy
Center
 Rape Counselors of East Alabama, Inc.
 Sav-A-Life
 TallaCoosa Aid to People (TAP)
 Tallapoosa County Sheriffs
Girl’s Ranch
 TCR Child Care Corporation
(Goodwater Head Start)
 The Learning Tree
 The Lighthouse of Tallapoosa
County, Inc.
 The Salvation Army
 Tri-County Children’s Advocacy
Center
 Volunteer Connections of
Central Alabama

Agency Highlight: Head Start - Chambers/Tallapoosa
Head Start is a federal program for preschool children from disadvantaged
families. Children who attend Head Start participate in a variety of educational activities. They also receive free medical and dental care, have healthy
meals and snacks, and enjoy playing indoors and outdoors in a safe setting.
Most children in Head Start are between the ages of 3 and 5 years old. Services are offered to meet the special needs of children with disabilities.
The purpose of Head Start - Chambers/Tallapoosa is to identify and define
the causes and extent of poverty in the 2 counties and to coordinate with and
focus all available resources and community facilities to eliminate the causes and conditions of poverty.
The Head Start programs target clients are children and families from disadvantaged homes. The primary
program objective is to provide quality comprehensive services. Head Start addresses social/emotional
development, language, motor skills, nutrition, medical, dental, as well as parent engagement.
Head Start is valuable because many children from disadvantaged families
begin school with health problems and a lack of self-confident. Without the will
to move ahead, these children often fall behind in their fist years. Research has
shown that Head Start can strengthen the child’s total environment.
Head Start operates 4 centers in the Lake Martin area: Cooper Head Start Center (Alex City), V. Robinson Head Start Center (Alex
City), Wall Street Head Start (Tallasee), and Plainview
Head Start (in Lafayette; Dadeville students are bussed here). The centers operate Monday to Friday from 8am to 2pm. The V. Robinson Center has 3 Pre-K
classrooms with 18 children each. Head Start Program eligibility requirements
are: 3 –5 years old that meet the income guidelines or have a disability. There
are no income guidelines for the Pre-K program. Currently 298 children benefit
from Head Start in Tallapoosa County.
To learn more or to enroll your child, please call 256-825-4204.

Both of the Head Start Agencies have been
the recipient of Justin Tuck’s R.U.S.H. for
Literacy program, receiving books and
new libraries in each of their facilities.

Agency Highlight: Goodwater Early Head Start & Head Start
Cheaha Regional Head Start, a division of Talladega Clay Randolph (TCR) Child Care
Corporation, provides Early Head Start (ages 0-3 and pregnant women) and Preschool Head Start (ages 3-5) to the families residing in Coosa County; the Head
Start center is located in Goodwater.
Our Head Start program supports the mental, social, and emotional development of
children from age 3 to 5. In addition to education services, we provide children and
their families with health, nutrition, social, and other
services. Head Start services are responsive to each
child and family's ethnic, cultural, and liguistic heritage.
We encourage the role of parents as their child's first and most important
teachers and build relationships with families that support positive parent-child
relationships, family well-being, and connections to peers and community.
The Goodwater Center provides quality childcare services for 17 Preschool
Head Start and 24 infants and toddlers who are in Early Head Start. In addition to serving these children,
the Goodwater center also provides services to assist pregnant women.
Currently Goodwater Child Development is an Alabama Department of
Human Resources licensed center as well as accredited by the National
Academy of Early Childhood Programs (NAEYC).

To learn more please call 256-362-1390.

